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and killed it.    When the parent birds returned the young
birds said, ' We will not eat or drink till you have rewarded
this boy who killed the snake which was climbing the tree
to devour us.'    Then the parent birds said to the boy, ' Ask
of us whatever you will and we will give it to you.'   And the
boy said, ' I want only a gold parrot in a gold cage.1    Then
the parent birds said, ' You have asked nothing of us, ask
for something more ;   but if you will accept only a gold
parrot in a gold cage wait here a little and we will fly across
and get it for you.'    So they brought the parrot and cage,
and the youngest brother took them and went home.    Im-
mediately the saint came to him and asked him for the gold
parrot and cage because the saint's soul was in that parrot.
Then the youngest brother told him to dance and he would
give him the parrot;  and the saint danced, and his legs and
arms were broken one after the other, as often as he asked
for the parrot and cage.    Then the youngest brother buried
the saint's body and went to his house and passed his hands
before all the stone images and they all came to life again." 1
Again, the Birhors, another tribe of the Chota Nagpur
plateau in India, tell of a fierce battle between Ravan, the
Rajah of Lanka, and the hero Lakshman, son of the Rajah
Dasarath, assisted by the baboon Hanuman.    In this battle
all the people of Lanka were killed except Ravan and an old
woman.    As for Ravan, when his head was cut off twelve
other heads sprang in its place, and again, as one of these
was cut off, another would spring up by its side, and so
on.    Lakshman and Hanuman rested for a day after their
strenuous labours, and then reported to Ram, the brother of
Lakshman, the condition of affairs.   Ram told them, " Leave
the old woman for the present, and concentrate your efforts
against Ravan."    So they again proceeded to fight Ravan.
Ravan told them, " You seek in vain to kill me : none but a
person who has fasted twelve years will succeed in killing
me."    Hanuman assumed the shape of a Sttga bird, and
wheedled Ravan into divulging the secret as to wliere his life
was secreted.    Raven told him that his life was deposited in a
small closet with golden walls inside the inner apartments
of his brick-built palace     Hanuman and Lakshman entered
1 R. V. Russell, Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces, iii. 579
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